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would immediately be heralded far and wide as the great 
paladins of human freedom. 

Fortunately the Administration, the press and the 
people in general have learned a good deal of wisdom 
since the Venezuela scare. Subsequent events have 
proved that the Administration had no intention or thought 
of bringing on the serious crisis which a single sentence 
in the Venezuela message produced. Instead, therefore, 
of rushing headlong into another serious complication 
under the lead of senatorial Jingoism, the Administration 
at once set itself to defeat the purposes of the Senats 
Committee. Secretary Olney, in an interview with the 
Committee, did all in his power to convince its members 
that there were no substantial grounds for a resolution 
recognizing Cuban independence, and that such action 
might produce very serious international complications. 
After the resolution was passed, he at once gave out a 
statement that it is the business of the Executive and not 
of the Legislative Department to recognize new states. 
Whether this position proves to be tenable or not, it has 
much ground in its favor, and Mr. Olney's statement of 
it had the excellent effect of killing the resolution of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee even before it was reported to 
the Senate. The President and the Secretary of State 
can not be too highly commended for their solid stand 
against a course which their intimate acquaintance with 
the delicacies and complexities of our foreign affairs has 
convinced them would be both impolitic and unjust at 
the present time. They have saved the country from 
financial disaster and possibly from a costly and dis- 
graceful war, which Spain, if pressed too far, would not 
have hesitated to declare. 

The course of the press in this matter has been in 
striking contrast to its action a year ago. Every news- 
paper in Boston at once declared itself against the action 
of the Senate Committee. This action found little favor- 
able response anywhere in the press or in public opinion. 
This fact does not indicate lack of sympathy with Cuban 
independence, for everybody in this country would be 
glad to see the island free from the Spanish yoke. But 
the country does not want the disastrous consequences of 
any more war scares. It is recognized also quite widely 
that the requirements of international law, which our gov- 
ernment professes to follow, impose upon us some duties 
toward Spain even. But more than all, in spite of the 
superficial and noisy Jingoism found in all parts of the 
land, which would hurry us into war under any pretext, 
there is a strong feeling among the people at large that 
the United States can do more for the promotion of right 
and liberty in the rest of the world by purely peaceful 
methods, by justness, fairness and friendliness toward all 
nations, than it can by entangling itself in the quarrels of 
others and rushing to war at the first cry of down-trodden 
right. The people have come to a consciousness of our 



country's mission in this respect during the last twelve 
months in a way they have never felt it before, and we 
are heartily glad, for the sake both of our good name and 
usefulness as a nation that the movement of the Senate 
Committee to precipitate a crisis in respect to Cuba has 
met with such universal condemnation. 

Even if the resolution should secure a majority in the 
Senate, as some think it will, there is no probability that 
it can pass the House, whose members are in closer 
touch with public sentiment and have lately shown them- 
selves much more conservative than the members of the 
Senate in reference to Cuba. If a majority of both 
Houses should vote for the resolution, it would be impos- 
sible to secure its execution with the President and Sec- 
retary of State irreconcilably opposed to it. 

The prudent and patient course of the administration 
in respect to Cuba is worthy of all commendation, and is 
sure in the long run to secure much better results both in 
the island and in Spain than could possibly come from a 
bitter war with Spain, in which we should be the victors 
only after great loss of life and property, and after 
the creating of a deep-seated international animosity 
which would embitter the relations of the two countries 
for a whole generation. The game of war is in our day 
not only stupendously perilous but also monstrously 
wicked, and any Senator who seeks lightly to involve the 
country in such a hazardous and shameful business ought 
to be ostracized at once and forever from public affairs. 



THE SPECTATOR'S DISMAL PROPHECY. 

The London Spectator thinks the prospect of the peo- 
ple of the United States a very dismal one. It says : 

" If they undertake to protect the American continent, 
they have also undertaken to keep the American conti- 
nent, as regards all the rest of the world, in decent order. 
Some day or other they will have to fight for South 
America, and to fight a force equal to their own. It may 
be thirty years hence, or it may be fifty years hence, but 
at some time the European states, pressed almost to 
madness by the growth of their populations, by their in- 
ability to feed themselves, and by the entire social ques- 
tion, will insist on their right to dispose of their over- 
spill in the only quarter of the world which is at once 
able to feed millions and comparatively empty of popu- 
lation. They will want to swarm out to the boundless 
expanses of South America just as Americans want to 
swarm out into the Indian Reserves, and to swarm out 
under their own leaders and their own flags, and with 
permission to carry with them their own social organiza- 
tion. That means conquest, by whatever fine name it 
may be called ; and America will either have to allow 
that conquest, or to fight such a battle as even after the 
experience of her Civil War she has not dreamed of yet, 
— to crush, in fact, the fleets as well as the armies of the 
combined continent. To those who watch carefully it 
seems clear that the desire of Europe to debouch upon 
other lands, and so reduce the social pressure, is one of 
the great forces now governing the world's action." 



10 



THE ADVOCATE OP PEACE. 



January, 



This is amusing rhetoric for a great conservative 
paper like the Spectator. Only an Englishman who felt 
squeezed in his colonial ambitions could have written 
thus. Europeans have been " swarming out " and " de- 
bouching" and " overspilling " into the United States by 
hundreds of thousands every year for three generations. 
We have room for a hundred millions more of them, of 
the respectable ones. So far they have been well con- 
tent to conduct themselves according to the " social or- 
ganization " of the bees in our hive. Why should they 
not continue to do so? Those who have gone into South 
America have shown no particular disposition to hoist 
European flags, and set up European social organizations. 
They have done exactly the contrary. It is the fellows 
who have stayed at home on the other side who have 
wanted to do the flag-hoisting. There is plenty of room 
in our " empty " quarter of the world, North America 
and South America, for all the people that are likely to 
"debouch" from Europe for a long time to come, and 
we shall not have to fight " the armies of the combined 
continent " of the old world in order to keep them out. 
We shall be glad to have them, and they will find a con- 
genial and prosperous home, even in South America, 
whose social organizations, which are constantly improv- 
ing, are likely to prove quite as attractive as the old 
ones which they only too gladly leave behind. We hope 
the Spectator's benevolent soul may not be vexed by any 
more such hideous nightmares of coming war. The "con- 
quest," if any is made, will be altogether a peaceful one, 
to which nobody will object. We do not think that even 
Englishmen are likely to go in any smaller numbers to 
either Guiana or Venezuela when they cease to carry the 
boundary line in their pockets. If they go in sufficient 
numbers to change the civilization in Venezuela into an 
English one by natural processes, the United States will 
not fire a shell to protect the South American republic 
from such a conquest. That is the kind of conquest in 
which every American believes. 



which the world has ever been cursed. And then France 
will have to begin over again ! It is all supreme madness, 
stupendous folly ! She will be weaker and more unsafe 
after the increase than she is now. We hope that for 
the sake of their reputation for sense, if nothing else, the 
Deputies will smother this Cabinet proposition to death 
in its infancy. Every battalion added to her forces is 
another step toward ultimate desolation and ruin, for her- 
self and for Europe. The day of reckoning will come at 
last, swift and terrible as the death angel, the beating of 
whose wings one can already almost hear. Poor blind, 
infatuated humanity ! Poor misguided France ! 



ED1TOEIAL NOTES. 



It is reported that the French Cabinet have decided to 
introduce into the Chamber of Deputies a bill providing for 
an increase of the army by an addition of 160,000 men. 
If it is true that such action is contemplated, it is deplor- 
able in the extreme. It is, however, exactly in line with 
the policy which all the great nations of Europe are fol- 
lowing. It is surprising, from this standpoint, that since 
the additions to the German army France has not moved 
for this increase before now. If the French army is 
given this additional strength, it will not be long before 
Germany will bring hers up to the same level. All the 
other nations will follow as best they can, and we shall 
have another general dose of one of the worst evils with 



In his recent message President Cleveland speaks of 
the rapid progress of the coast fortifications toward com- 
pletion as " peculiarly gratifying." One hundred and 
thirty-eight high power guns, ten rapid fire guns, and 
eighty rifled mortars have been completed. Besides these 
two hundred more are in process of construction, making 
four hundred and twenty-eight coast guns and mortars. 
One hundred and twenty-nine gun carriages have been 
constructed or are in process of construction, ninety of 
which are on the disappearing principle. The number of 
mortar carriages is one hundred and fifty-two. This all 
completed will make about one-fifth of the comprehensive 
system which has been adopted for the coast defences 
which it will take six years yet to complete. "In less 
time than that, however, we shall have attained a marked 
degree of security." Security from what and from whom? 
Does any body really believe that when all this enor- 
mous outlay is made and these so-called defences com- 
pleted we shall be one whit more secure than we have 
been or should be without them? In all sincerity we do 
not. The President says that of all forms of military 
preparation coast defence alone is essentially pacific in its 
nature. But is this true? It is true that coast defence 
is not aggressive, but it is built up on suspicion and dis- 
trust, which are not pacific dispositions but tend to 
strengthen and develop the very things which they would 
guard against. All this great system of coast defences will 
probable be entirely useless by the time it is completed. 
By that time, from present indications, military ballooning 
will probably have become so perfect that these great 
coast forts will have to look up with helpless eyes and 
see quietly floating in, with their dynamite air ships, over 
the seaboard cities, some of those awful enemies of our 
country of which the war and navy departments and their 
brethren the Jingoes think there are so many. Then we 
shall have to back out and start over again and expend our 
millions anew on some sort of defences up in the air. If 
coast defences alone of all forms of military preparation 
are essentially pacific in their nature and "thoroughly in 
accord with all the traditions of our national diplomacy," 
then, following the President's philosophy, the govern- 



